Production Analysis Projects







You must complete an analytical essay for two of the Department of Theatre, Drama, and Contemporary Dance productions this semester (At First Sight and Wonderful Town will be covered on exams). These projects should reflect your own work; plagiarism will result in failure for the assignment and possibly for the course. Please note: if you write production analyses for more than one class, you MUST write a different paper for each class. Failure to do so constitutes academic dishonesty. We will be utilizing online paper submissions on Canvas, which will be checked through Turnitin.com.  
Your analysis should have a clear focus or thesis. Your analysis should then be tied to that focus. Finally, use specific examples from the production to support your analysis.

 
Mechanics:
The papers should include a clear thesis statement and 3 to 5 major pieces of evidence from the production. Please provide a word count at the bottom of your paper (5 points will be deducted if you do not). Papers should range from 600-900 words. PROOFREAD. You must submit your papers on Canvas; hard copy or email submissions will not be accepted! 
Production Analysis 1 –  Paper for At First Sight (100 points).
This paper will focus on acting. Select TWO actors to talk about specifically. Write a paper describing the actors’ interpretations of this play in performance. How did each actor communicate his/her interpretation via voice and body? Find at least TWO moments in the play and describe one vocal AND one physical choice for each actor for each moment. Analyze (provide an interpretation for) the actor’s portrayal of the character. Did the actors’ vocal and physical choices make clear the characters’ objectives? Be specific in your use of examples from the production to support your point of view.

Some Suggestions: 
Use Your Program – it contains important information that you will find very helpful in writing your papers. This includes the correctly spelled names of actors, production staff, playwright, and characters. Make sure you use the right name to talk about the right person!

Make Notes – if you are not writing your paper immediately upon your return home, jot some notes down so that you remember what interested you, and so that you can provide those specific examples we are requesting. It may help you to make an outline to organize/categorize your thoughts.

Avoid Plot Summary – your teachers know what happened onstage, so get right to your analysis of the event.

Use the Tools You are Given in Class – while we certainly do not intend to limit your critiques to the terms we cover in class, if you feel stuck while trying to get started, remember that we make an effort to provide you with a vocabulary to discuss these varied elements of a production.

Be Specific – the most common problem with production analysis papers is a failure to provide specific, concrete examples. It may help you to think in terms of freeze-frame moments from the production. Another good idea is to remember to focus on answering the questions “How?” and “Why?” This is a major component of the papers, and hence, of your grade.

Proofread, Proofread, Proofread!
